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Dear Dr. Marlay, Mr. WANG and Ms. Gallant, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Good morning! 

Thanks to the joint efforts of our American and Chinese team, the 1st 

CERC Workshop on Intellctual Property opens today in the beautiful 

Hainan island. I would like to extend the warmest welcome to all the 

participants, and my heartfelt gratitude to China Science and 

Technology Center, Beijing East Rain Law Firm and US-China Clean 

Energy Forum, who have made this workshop possible. I would also 

like to thank our colleagues from Hainan for your great support. 

 

The US and China share huge potentials in energy cooperation since 

we are both big energy producers and consumers. In November 2009, 

the two governments inked the Protocol to formally set up the 

US-China Clean Energy Research Center, allocating USD150 million 

jointly to support collaborated research in advanced coal, building 
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energy efficiency and clean vehicles. In November 2011, during the 

second steering committee meeting of CERC in Shanghai, Minister 

WAN Gang, Secretary Chu and Director ZHANG Guobao indentified 

the establishment of an industry-academia-education consortium in 

each of the three abovementioned scientific fields for joint research 

projects.   

 

In addition to abundant scientific achievments obtained through 

US-China partnership, CERC has also put intellectual property 

protection high on its agenda. Apart from the IP Annex signed 

together with the Protocol in 2009, Minister WAN and Secretary Chu 

endorsed TMP on IP utilization in September 2011, laying a solid 

foundation for IP management and protection.  

 

In this way, CERC has ushered in a new cooperation model which 

explores possible ways to protection joint IP while facilitating 

collaboration among enterprises, universities and research institutes. 

We put our focus on IP protection for the simple reason that it will 

create a favorable eco-system for the bilateral collaboration in 

science, technology and economy.  

 

To realize this goal and better implement the Protocol, the IP Annex 
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and TMP, the 1st IP Workshop of CERC is organized today for the 

experts from both countries to exchange information in clean energy 

intellectual property and discuss potential solutions for existing 

problems.  

 

Over 100 participants from both countries will attend this workshop, and 

we are very honored to have a few distinguished IP experts with us. 

During the one and a half day meeting, they will deliver presentations on 

the intellectual property legal framework of the US and China, current IP 

management and strategies in the area of clean energy, and explain in 

detail the provisions of IP Annex and TMP. We sincerely hope that 

through the workshop, the Chinese and US team can have a better 

understanding of each other's legal system, discuss new ways for IP 

cooperation under CERC and push forward our partnerships in clean 

energy.  

 

Finally, I wish the workshop a complete sucess！ 

 


