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In 2009, the US Department of Energy, the China Ministry of Science and Technology and the China 
National Energy Administration agreed to develop a US-China Clean Energy Research Center (CERC) to 
facilitate joint research and development on clean energy by teams of scientists and engineers from the US                                
and China.  With respect to coal, CERC’s vision is to accelerate the deployment of advanced and 
environmentally-sound coal technologies for electricity, liquids and syngas, with a principal focus on 
technologies that will enable utilities and industry to respond to the challenges of capturing, using or storing 
carbon dioxide.  Among the many accomplishments thus far, CERC has improved bilateral collaboration, 
data sharing, joint research planning and sustained technical exchange between American and Chinese 
researchers and institutes.  In addition, one crowning achievement was the endorsement by both nations of a 
landmark IP Annex for the protection and sharing of intellectual property, as well as the associated 
implementing framework [the Technology Management Plan].  This presentation will explore one success 
story of technology development from lab to commercialization; about maintaining and protecting IP as 
Trade Secrets; about the structuring of a Know-how Show-how license; and about how the technology was 
shared and licensed in China under the terms of the CERC Protocol, IP Annex and TMP. 
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its Department of Energy.  As a state regulator he was responsible for programs directed to mining and 
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